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Desert The huge Sahara covers most of
NorﬂlAﬁ'ica.Hem.ah'avderaossg.msu
of sand.

ATLANTIC

OCEAN €) Rain Forest Thick rain forests like this one are

found in central and westem Africa. The rain forests’
tall trees provide homes for many different animals.

e savannah Much of Africa is covered by grasslands
called savannah. Scattered across the savannah are
dumps of trees like these acacia trees.
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1. a. Define What is a savannah?
b. Contrast How might living in the Sahel be different
from living in a rain forest?
¢. Evaluate In which African climate region would you
most like to live? Why?

nuts, used for medicines, from the forests’
trees. Along the Niger, farmers could use
the water to grow many food crops.

Other resources were minerals. People
who live mainly on plant foods, like many
early Africans, must add salt to their diets.
The Sahara was a source of this precious
. mineral. When ancient lakes there dried € o

up, they left salt behind. Workers mined 2. a. lder!tlfy What were two of early West Africa’s impor- |
the salt by digging deep into the earth. ] tant m'n.e ral resources? i

b. Explain How were these resources related to West |

Gold was another mineral resource

Africa’s physical geography?
of West Africa. Although gold is soft and c. Elaborate Why do you think miners kept the location
therefore useless for tools or weapons, it of the gold mines a secret? |
makes beautiful jewelry and coins. Gold Critical Thinking
@me from the southern forests. Miners 3. Summarizing Create a chart like the one below. Use
kept the exact locations of the gold mines

it to describe the characteristics of West Africa’s four
asecret. To this day, no one knows exactly climate regions.

where the mines were located, but gold Climate resion | Characteristics ’ 5
imate region aractert |
became a valuable trade good. = '

{
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The northern band across West Afrigyj
the southern part of the Sahara. This huge
expanse of sand and gravel is the wor;
largest desert. Temperatures can clim
above 120°F. Rain is very rare.

The next band is the semiarid Sahe
(sah-HEL), a strip of land that divides the
desert from wetter areas. Although the
Sahel is fairly dry, it has enough vegetation
to support hardy grazing animals.

Farther south is a band of savannah,
or open grassland with scattered trees. Tal
grasses and shrubs also grow there, and
grazing animals are common.

The fourth band gets heavy rain. Nez
the equator are rain forests, or moi
densely wooded areas. They contain mény
different plants and animals.

[ZUIC708® Summarizing Whatare

Section 1 Assessment

SKILLS  INTERPRETING MAPS
Location What type of environment is located
just south of the Sahara?

Along the Niger’s middle section is a
low-lying area of lakes and marshes. This
watery region is called the inland delta.
Though it looks much like the area where
a river flows into the sea, it is hundreds of
miles from the coast. Many animals and
birds find food and shelter in the area.
Among them are crocodiles, geese, and
hippopotamus. Fish are also plentiful.

and farmmg

are rapidly . g . . -
gestroying West Africa’s Climates and Plants West Africa’s four climate and vegetatonfed®™ aresome of West Africa’s major resources?
“}”:a; Four different regions make up the area I : 1 ’
rain forest.
i surrounding the Niger River. These regions ’
b ’ . 7, =
which run from east to west, are like broad West Africa’s Resources - s FOCUS ON WRITING / 4 ‘
bands or stripes across West Africa. The  West Africa’s land is one of the & | about th AND -PREVIEW You have r.ead 4. Taking Notes on West Africa’s Geography Review this ‘
1 entire area is warm, but rainfall varies from  resources. With its many climat® Next € pl?ysxcal geography O_f Africa. section and take notes on the geography of West Africa. |
1 eg‘&;u"l'j“ north to south. The amount of rainfall  land could produce many differen" C:p tures }:]:: W‘_u learn how physical fea- Remember that partdof thPi‘s land hlS your chara;taer;s v;i;ﬂ;/ |
# . . ; 2 i ? Wha
| o s s mpact on ot Amon e s e Asn [ lsnimpctoncultreandivade | ormart ot s e st i
result vegetation, or plant life, exists there. are dates raised in desert oases 3t y West Africa. challenges doe ’ i
| \
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Trade and West Africa

As the people of West Africa grew more
food, communities had more than they
needed to survive. West Africans began to
trade the area’s resources with buyers who
lived thousands of miles away.

Desert Trade
Foralong time, West Africans had ven tured
into the desert for trade. However, those
carly travelers could only make short trips
from oasis to oasis. Their horses couldn’t
go far without water.

In the AD 200s, the situation changed.
At about that time, Romans started to use
camels to carry goods throughout northern
Africa. These long-legged animals could
store water and energy in their bodies for
long periods of time. They could also carry

heavy loads.
With camels people could cross the

Sahara in two months. Traders formed
caravans to make the trip. A North African
people called the Berbers used their knowl-
edge of the desert to lead the caravans.
Even with camels and the Berbers’ skills,
aossing the Sahara was dangerous. Sup-
plies could run out, thieves could attack,
and caravans could lose their way.

Trade in Gold and Salt

Despite these dangers, West Africa’s gold
and salt mines became a source of great
wealth. Camels carried salt from the mines
of the Sahara to the south to trade for
gold. Traders then took the gold north, to
Europe and the Islamic world. Along with
gold and salt, traders carried cloth, copper,
silver, and other items. They also bought
and sold human beings as slaves.

Some of the places where people gath-
tred to trade grew into towns. Timbuktu
(tim-buk-100), for example, began as a
@mp for traders in about 1100. Within

two centuries, it would become a bustling
city and a center of culture and learning.
It would lie at the center of great empires
that rose to power through the riches of
the trans-Sahara trade.

Generalizing What trade

goods were a source of West Africa’s wealth?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Families and
religion were central to early West Afri-
can cultures. When West Africans devel-
oped iron technology, communities
grew. Trade in gold and salt expanded
into a wider area. In the next chapter,
you will read about the West African
empires based on this trade.
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Section 2 Assessment
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1. a. Identify What are two groups to which a person in
early West Africa may have owed loyalty?
b. Analyze How did animism reflect what was important

to early West African peoples?

2. a. Describe How did the use of iron change farming?
b. Make Inferences What evidence do you think histori-
ans have for how the Nok people lived?

3. a. Identify What animal made trade across the Sahara
easier?
b. Summarize In what directions did the main trade
items of West Africa move?

Critical Thinking
4. Identifying Cause and Effect Draw a diagram like the
one below. Use it to identify two reasons towns grew.
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5. Taking Notes on West Africa’s Early Culture Review this
section and take notes on the early West Africans’ way of
life. This section covers more than one time period and
location, so be sure to note when and where particular

activities took place.

Cause

Effect: growth of towns J

Cause
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